Polymyalgia rheumatica and chronic lymphatic leukaemia.
A patient with polymyalgia rheumatica (PMR) is reported in whom, at the time of diagnosis, the number of lymphocytes in peripheral blood and bone marrow was normal. Lymphocytic infiltration typical of PMR was detected in renal and muscle biopsy specimens, and a liver fine-needle aspirate contained an abnormal lymphocytic infiltration, probably leukaemic. The number of lymphocytes gradually increased in bone marrow and peripheral blood until, almost 5 years after PMR had been diagnosed, a typical picture of chronic lymphatic leukaemia (CLL) was observable. The significance of the reported combination is discussed. The possibility is pointed out that a CLL in progress must be suspected when persistent lymphocytosis occurs in a patient with typical PMR, even if initially the response to treatment with corticosteroids suggests that PMR is the sole disorder.